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Formation of fibrils from extracts of skin 
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Fig. 2. Fibrils  p repared  f rom 0/40 f ract ion of sod i um chloride ex t rac t .  Magnif ica t ion  × 80,0oo. 
I c m  ~ 12 5 m~. 

Recons t i t u t ed  fibrils were also ob ta ined  f rom t he  s o d i u m  p h o s p h a t e  ex t r ac t  and  t he se  
resembled  t h e  un tw i s t ed  fibrils f rom t he  sal ine ex t rac t .  No amino-ac id  analys is  of t h e  p h o s p h a t e  
e x t r a c t  was  m a d e  but ,  as  p h o s p h a t e  buffer  is genera l ly  regarded  as a so lven t  for collagenl,  s, 
t h e  ex t r ac t  would  be expec ted  to  con ta in  hydroxypro l ine .  This,  and  t he  s o m e w h a t  h igher  c o n t e n t  
of  c a r b o h y d r a t e  reac t ive  to hya lu ron idase  in t he  p h o s p h a t e  ex t rac t ,  m a y  accoun t  for the  different  
fibrils ob ta ined  f rom t h e  two ex t rac t s .  

The  a u t h o r s  wish to  acknowledge  t he  amino-ac id  ana lyses  carr ied ou t  b y  Dr. M. SALTON and  
ass i s t ance  wi th  t he  electron mic rog raphs  by  Miss GREEN and  Dr. HOUR of t he  Cavend l sh  Labora -  
tory .  Th i s  work  was  u n d e r t a k e n  on a g r a n t  f rom t h e  L e a t h e r  Indus t r i e s  Resea rch  I n s t i t u t e  of  
S o u t h  Africa.  
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